MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
OF THE VILLAGE OF BOLINGBROOK, OCTOBER 08, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Steve Preze called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m., October 08, 2025.

ROLL CALL

Present: Chair Dean Marrs and Board Members: Vice Chair Steve Preze, Kirk Askew,
Abdul Vayani, Dev Raj Mittal, & Debbie Watson

Absent: Khurshid Hoda

Staff Present:  Planning & Zoning Administrator, Jake Schmidt
Press: None
Attendees: Murray & Barb Pipchock, Kaylea Michaels, Rohit Dhingra, & Sameena Israr

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion Marrs, second Askew to approve the minutes from December 11, 2024.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING Docket No.: 25.01V-1008
150 Cougar Drive
Section 54-76(a)
Applicant: Murray Pipchok
Staff: Jake Schmidt

Motion Preze, second Marrs to open the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, VWWatson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried.

ZBA 10.08.25



SUMMARY

Planning & Zoning Administrator, Jake Schmidt delivered the summary. On August 28, 2025, the applicant
submitted a permit for a 440 square-foot detached garage. On August 28, 2025, Staff determined that the
proposed garage would result in a total combined garage square-footage of 805 square-feet, as the property
has an existing 365 square-foot attached garage. On September 3, 2025, the applicant submitted an application
to begin the Zoning Board of Appeals review process. As shown on the attached plans, the detached garage is
proposed to the rear of the existing residence and would be 440 square-feet in size. (See Exhibit A). This results
in combined garage square-footage 165 square-feet beyond code allowances. Staff notes that multiple
properties within the immediate vicinity have large, detached structures, and the proposed detached garage
would not be out of character for the neighborhood. Staff also notes that the existing attached garage is small
by modern standards, being 365 square-feet in size where a minimum garage size of 425 square-feet is required
by code. Based upon the governing hardship standards, Staff believes there is a viable hardship that would
warrant the proposed variance request.

DISCUSSION
Discussion ensued.

Motion Vayani, second Marrs to close the public hearing 7:22 p.m.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried.
The Board completed the Findings of Fact Worksheet.

Motion Askew, second Vayani to grant a variation per Docket No. 25.01V-1008, to allow a new 440 square-foot
detached garage, on the property commonly known as 150 Cougar Drive, Bolingbrook, lllinois.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING Docket No.: 25.02V-1008
1167 Harrison Lane
Section 54-77
Applicant: Rohit Dhingra, Property Addon
Staff: Jake Schmidt

Motion Preze, second Askew to open the public hearing at 7:33 p.m.
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AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried

SUMMARY

Planning & Zoning Administrator, Jake Schmidt delivered the summary. On March 13, 2023, the applicant
received permit approval for a 30-foot wide driveway, which tapered to 18 feet in width at the property line.

On July 31, 2024, final occupancy inspections confirmed the driveway was installed in substantial compliance
with approved plans. On August 22, 2025, Village Staff identified that the driveway had been expanded, removing
the taper and resulting in a driveway with a width of 29 feet at the property line. On September 10, 2025, the
applicant submitted an application to begin the Zoning Board of Appeals review process. As shown on the
attached plans, the driveway has a width of 29 feet at the property line (See Exhibit A). This is one (1) foot wider
than allowable by code. Staff notes that this project is a self-created hardship by the applicant, as the driveway
was modified without submitting revised plans. Furthermore, if plans had been submitted for review prior to
extending the width of the driveway, modifications to the proposal could have been made that would have
eliminated this nonconformity. Staff also notes that Americana Estates is a unique neighborhood, with lots that
exceed the average width and size of properties in the remainder of the Village and developed with large custom
homes. Given the unique nature of properties in Americana Estates and large lot sizes, some consideration for
minor deviations from code is warranted. Based upon the governing hardship standards, Staff does not believe
there is a viable hardship that would warrant the proposed variance request, however, does note that given the
character of the neighborhood consideration of minor variance request is justified. project is a self-created
hardship by the applicant, and there is ample space in the side yard to construct a code-compliant walkway.
Furthermore, if plans had been submitted for review prior to construction of the walkway, modifications to the
proposal could have been made that would have eliminated this nonconformity. Based upon the governing
hardship standards, Staff does not believe there is a viable hardship that would warrant the proposed variance
request, however does note that given the character of the neighborhood consideration of minor variance request
is justified.

DISCUSSION
Discussion ensued.

Motion Vayani, second Marrs to close the public hearing at 7:43 p.m.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried
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The Board completed the Findings of Fact Worksheet.

Motion Askew, second Preze to grant a variation per Docket No. 25.02V-1008, to allow a driveway a width of 29
feet at the property line on the property commonly known as 1167 Harrison Lane, Bolingbrook, lllinois.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING Docket No.: 25.03V-1008
1171 Harrison Lane
Section 54-77
Applicant: Rohit Dhingra, Property Addon
Staff: Jake Schmidt

Motion Askew, second Watson to open the public hearing at 7:45 p.m.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried

SUMMARY

Planning & Zoning Administrator, Jake Schmidt delivered the summary. On April 23, 2024, the applicant received
permit approval for a 16-foot wide driveway, leading from the front property line to the garage at the side of the
home. On November 14, 2024, an as-built survey was submitted for review with a driveway significantly different
than shown on approved plans. The driveway was modified to include a large circle at the entrance to the
property, which increased the driveway width to 40 feet at the property line. On November 15, 2024, Staff met
with the applicant to develop a code-compliant plan which preserved the circular design element and reduced
the width of the driveway at the property line to 28-feet, which is the maximum width permitted by code. The
applicant was scheduled to sell the property, and with the promise the driveway would be modified to meet code
requirements the Village granted occupancy so as to not delay the applicant’s sale of the property. On July 9,
2025, Village Staff reached out to the applicant as revised plans still had not been submitted and the driveway
had not been modified. The applicant stated he would be speaking with the homeowner that day to begin the
process of modifying the driveway. On August 11, 2025 Village Staff reached out to the applicant again, as
revised plans still had not been submitted. On August 13, 2025 The applicant stated he was still in discussions
with the homeowner to have the issue corrected. On August 22, 2025, The applicant stated the homeowner was
refusing to modify the driveway, and wished to pursue zoning relief via the Zoning Board of Appeals process.
On September 10, 2025, the applicant submitted an application to begin the Zoning Board of Appeals review
process. As shown on the attached plans, the driveway has a width of 40 feet at the property line (See Exhibit
A). This is 12 feet wider than allowable by code. Staff notes that this project is a self-created hardship by the
applicant, as the driveway was modified without submitting revised plans. Furthermore, if plans had been
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submitted for review prior to extending the width of the driveway, modifications to the proposal could have been
made that would have eliminated this nonconformity. Staff also notes that Americana Estates is a unique
neighborhood, with lots that exceed the average width and size of properties in the remainder of the Village and
developed with large custom homes. Given the unique nature of properties in Americana Estates and large lot
sizes, some consideration for minor deviations from code is warranted. Based upon the governing hardship
standards, Staff does not believe there is a viable hardship that would warrant the proposed variance request,
however does note that given the character of the neighborhood consideration of minor variance request is
justified.

DISCUSSION
Discussion ensued.

Motion Vayani, second Preze to close the public hearing at 7:53 p.m.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried
The Board completed the Findings of Fact Worksheet.

Motion Askew, second to grant a variation per Docket No. 25.03V-1008, to allow a driveway with a width of 40
feet at the property line on the property commonly known as 1171 Harrison Lane, Bolingbrook, lllinois.

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried.

RESOLUTION 721
Motion Vayani, second Marrs to adopt Resolution 721 (Docket No. 25.01V-1008)

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None

ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried. Resolution adopted & Variance Approved

RESOLUTION 722
Motion Askew, second Watson to adopt Resolution 722 (Docket No. 25.02V-1008)
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AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried. Resolution adopted & Variance Approved

RESOLUTION 723
Motion Marrs, second Askew to adopt Resolution 723 (Docket No. 25.03V-1008)

AYES: 6 Marrs, Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal, \Watson
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Hoda

Motion carried. Resolution adopted & Variance Approved

OLD BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS
Chair Marrs welcomed two new commissioners, Hoda and Watson.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None

BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS
None

STAFF COMMENTS
Jake Schmidt extended a warm welcome to the new commissioner, Debbie Watson.

ZBA 10.08.25



ADJOURNMENT
Motion Vayani, second Marrs to adjourn the meeting.

Voice vote. Motion carried.

Chair Dean Marrs adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m.

Wiz e

Date Approved

Secretary
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