MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
OF THE VILLAGE OF BOLINGBROOK, JUNE 14, 2023

CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Steve Preze called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., June 14, 2023.

ROLL CALL
Present: Vice Chair Steve Preze and Board Members: Kirk Askew, Abdul Vayani, and Dev Raj Mittal
Absent: Chair Dean Marrs

Staff Present: Director of Community Development, Matt Eastman.
Press: None
Attendees: Sarah Bradley and Patricia Allen

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion Askew, second Vayani to approve the minutes from September 14, 2022.

AYES: 4 Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Marrs

Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING Docket No.: 23.01V-0614
306 Thistle Drive
Section 54-260
Applicant: Sarah Bradley
Staff: Matt Eastman

Motion Askew, second Vayani to open the public hearing.

AYES: 4 Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Marrs

Motion carried. Public Hearing opened at 7:05 p.m.

SUMMARY

Director of Community Development, Matt Eastman delivered the summary. The applicant is requesting to
increase the allowable height of a fence. To allow for the construction of a-six-foot-high privacy fence with
approximately one-foot setback form the corner side yard property line at 306 Thistle Drive. The property is
zoned R-3 Family Residential. The lot comprises approximately 8,800 square feet and is improved with
an approximate 1,377 square foot home “footprint”, a 452 square foot pool, a 200 square foot pool
deck, and a 275 square foot patio. On March 31, 2023, the applicant applied for a Fence Permit to
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replace an existing four-foot-high fence with a six-foot high privacy fence approximately one foot off the
corner side yard property line.

On April 24, 2023, the applicant was informed the existing fence is considered legal non-conforming
and could be replaced in the same location, but the height could not be increased. On April 26, 2023,
the applicant applied for a variance from Section 54-260 of the Village of Bolingbrook Zoning Ordinance.

In accordance with Section 54-260, requires all fencing located within a corner side yard to be setback
a minimum 10 feet from the property line unless the fence is three (3) feet or less in height, then the
fence shall be allowed to maintain a minimum setback of one foot.

As shown on the attached plat of survey, the applicant is proposing to construct a six (6) foot high
privacy fence, in the corner side yard adjacent to Drake Avenue, approximately one (1) foot from the
south property line, which would replace an existing four (4) foot high fence.

The proposed fence, if approved, would stand three (3) feet above the allowable corner side yard height
restriction.

Per the applicants, they are proposing a six (6) foot high fence one (1) foot from the corner side lot line
in order to provide additional privacy from the public right-of-way, noting they have an existing
swimming pool located within the corner side yard.

Two (2) adjacent properties in the Drafke Farm Subdivision currently have fences within the corner side
setback that are greater than three (3) feet in height. Each of these properties constructed their fence
prior to a text amendment in September 2003, which now restricts fences from being within ten (10)
feet of the corner side property line if they exceed three (3) feet in height.

Based upon the governing hardship standards, there is no viable hardship that would warrant the
proposed variance request; however, Staff feels that the proposed fence would not have an adverse
effect on the neighboring properties, including any line-of-sight concerns.

DISCUSSION
Discussion ensued.

Motion Vayani, second Askew to close the public hearing.

AYES: 4 Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Marrs

Motion carried. Public Hearing closed at 7:13 p.m.

The Board completed the Findings of Fact Worksheet.
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Motion Askew, second Vayani to grant a variance per Docket No. 23.01V-0614, for the property located at 306
Thistle Drive, to allow for the construction of a six-foot high privacy fence with an approximately one-foot
setback from the corner side yard property line.

AYES: 4 Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Marrs

Motion carried. Variance granted.

RESOLUTION 716
Motion Askew, second Vayani to adopt Resolution 716 (Docket No. 23.01V-0614) that granted Sarah Bradley to
increase the allowable height of a fence and allow for the construction of a six-foot high privacy fence with an

approximately one-foot setback from the corner side yard property line. The property commonly known as 306
Thistle Drive, Bolingbrook, IL.

AYES: 4 Preze, Askew, Vayani, Mittal
NAYS: 0 None
ABSENT: 1 Marrs

Motion carried. Resolution adopted.

OLD BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS
None

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None

BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS
None

STAFF COMMENTS
None

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
None
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ADJOURNMENT
Motion Vayani, second Marrs to adjourn the meeting.

Voice vote. Motion carried.

Vice Chair Preze adjourned the meeting at 7:19 p.m.
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